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Stay in scope
“Keep comments within the scope of  the 
paper.”
-Sheila McCormick, University of  California, 
Berkeley 

If  it’s good, say so
“Don’t be afraid to be positive. If  a paper that 
you are asked to review is really good, say so!”
-Anthony Imbalzano, University of  
Massachusetts Medical School

Focus on the science
“If  the paper is in English, but not written by a 
native speaker, please be tolerant and just point 
out anything which changes the meaning.”
-Sue Malcom, University College London

Be constructive
“View your reviewer role as an opportunity to 
help improve the paper you are reviewing.”
-Bruce MacIver, Stanford University

Organize your comments
“When listing your specific concerns, separate 
them into ‘major’ and ‘minor’ points and, if  
your list is very long, consolidate the most 
minor points.”
-Robert Fisher, Mount Sinai School of  
Medicine

Consider the statistics
“It’s helpful if  you comment on the number of  
replicates, the controls, and the statistical 
analyses. This information is crucial for 
understanding how robust the outcome is.”
-Christine Mummery, Leiden University 
Medical Center
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